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Helena Area Resource Office
930 Custer Avenue W
Helena. MT 59620 June 30, 1998

TO: GovernoCs OfFrce, Julie Lapeyre, Room 204, State Capitol, POB 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801

Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Room 106, POB 201704, Helena" MT 59620

Dept. Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, POB 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office
Fisheries Division
Wildlife Division
Parks Division
Lands Section
Legal Unit

FWP Commissioners
MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, POB 201202 Helena, Nff 59620-1202

MT State Parks Association, POB 699, Billings, MT 59103

MT State Library,1515 E. Sixth Ave., POB 201800, Helena, MT 59620

James Jensen; Montana Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena,MT 59624

Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, POB 595, Helena, MT 59624

George Ochenski, POB 689, Helena, MT 59624
Broadwater County Commissioners, Courthouse, Townsend, MT 59644

Jerry DiMarco, POB ll7l,Bozeman, MT 59771

MT Wildlife Federation, POB 1175, Helena,MT 59624
Glen Hockett,745 Doane Road, Bozeman, MT 59715

Skyline Sportsman's Assoc., Box 173, Buffe, MT 59701

Jefferson Valley Sportsman's Assoc., POB 663, Whitehall, MT 59759

Prickly Pear. Sportsman's Assoc., 1721 Virginia Dale St., Helena, MT 59601

Senator Dan'Hurwitz, PO Box 585, White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645

Represenative Gay Ann Masolo,20 Duck Drive, Townsend, MT 59644

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks proposes to expand an existing parking lot at the Ray Creek access to the

Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area (CFWMA) and build a new parking lot offRiley Road that would

u.".r, the WMA. These parking lot projects are being proposed to provide additional parking and improved

access to the WMA due to increased use of the area by recreationis! primarily hunters. These projects occur

on the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area, which is located approximately I mile north of Townsend,

MT and is situated along the south end of Canyon Ferry Reservoir. The area is administered by the Bureau

of Reclamation and isLanaged by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks under a special agreement with

Reclamation.

b;t rrnA '.rJe'/



Enclosed please find an Envlrcnmental Assessment for your review. The comment period for this proposal
begins July l, 1998 and will end at 5:00 p.m. on July 15, 1998. Please send any comments to Tom Carlsen,
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks, PO Box 998, Townsend, MT 59644.

enc.



DRAFT
I|EPAr/NEPA/HB{ 9 5 CHECKIJI ST

PART I. PROPOSED ACIIION DESCRIPTION

1. Type of Propoged Stat€ Actlon_PaIB,irSLI-qi_

Townsend. MT.

2. Agency Authorlty for
Wildlife & Parks

3.

l.

tbe Proposed Action Montana Fish.

Name of Project Rav Creek and Rilev Road Parkino T,ot-s

Nane, Address and Phone Number of Project gponsor (if otber
tban the agency)

If Appltaable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date Aucrrrst- 1g9a

Estimated Completion Date August l-998
Current Status of Project Design (8 cornplete) 1c)0 *

Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range aDd
townsbip)

5.

5.

7.

Ray Creek - Broadwater Co., T7NR2E Section 4
Riley Road - Broadwater Co., T7NR2E Section 9

Project Size: Estimate tbe number of acres that
directly affected that are curreDtlys

Acres

(a) Devetoped:

residentiat

industriat 

-IL(b) opeft Space/iloodtards/Recreation llL

o getlands/Riparian Areas 

-Il-

(d) Ftoodptain

(e) Productive:

irrigated cropland

dry croptand

forestry
rangeland

Yould be

Acres

-Il-

-n-
n

.n
_tL

8. l(ap/sLt,e plan3 attacb an orl.ginal 8 Ltt x lilr or larger section
of the nost recent ugcg 7.5. series topograpbic nap sbowing
tbe loeation and boundarl.es of the area tbat you]'d be affested
by the propos€d action. A different map scale may be
substituted if mor€ appropriate or if required by agency ruIe.
If avaLlable, a site plan sbould also be attacbea.



Canyon Ferry Wildlife
Management Area

Canyon Ferry
Reservoir

.a
1r&ltrEl .!9N)
r Dl3t?lt lDi

/"i*trfc 
rREr

Rlley Rd.

y Sulch Rd.

Meyer Rd.
.' ,|

t
t .--

- Rav eREEr
I PlnrrNc lREl

Ray Grcck Rd.t.
I

Legend

Publlc Roadr
gcrvloc Road'
Canrf #
WMA Boundtry - --
Prrklng Arce O
Walk Brldgo TT
Dlkc/outlct Y

FWP olllcc lIfrIJ
tn

I

I

. rl
' j t

I

a{
o

rDr
I
t
t
I

I

o

I

Townsend



9. NarratLv€ SummarAl of the Proposed ActLon or Project lncludlng
the Benefite and Purpose of the Proposed ActLon.

10.

(a)

These projects occur on the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management
Area, which is located approxirnately 1 rnile north of
Townsend, UT and is situated along the south end of Canyon
Ferry Reservoir. The area is adrninistered by the Bureau of
Reclamation and is managed by Montana Fish, wildlife and Parks
under a special agreement with Reclamation. The Proposed
Action consists of expanding the existing parking lot at the
Ray Creek access to the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area
(CFWMA) and building a new parking lot off Riley Road that
would access the WMA. These parking lot projects are being
proposed to provide additional parking and improved access to
the WMA due to increased use of the area by recreationist,
prirnarily hunters.

The Ray Creek access is the main parking area for accessing 2
of the ponds on the WMA. During opening day of waterfowl
season L997 there were over 50 vehicles parked in this one
lot. Many hunters use boats to hunt frorn and because this
parking lot is narrow and doesnrt have the capacity to handle
current use, it rnakes parking, especially with a boat trailer,
very difficult. The proposed improvements to this parking
area would be to widen and lengthen the lot to increase
parking capacity and accessibility.
The Riley Road parking lot would be a small parking facility
with a capacity of 6 vehicles. This parking lot would access
one of the agricultural leases on the ffi'IA that receives use
priurarily by upland bird hunters and waterfowl hunters field
hunting. There currently is no parking facility in this
vicinity and hunters park on the County Road.

Total estimated cost for the 2 parking lots is $L5,635.

L,istLng of any other Local, State or Federal ageDcy tbat has
overlapping or additional Jurisdiction.
Permits:

Agency Name Permit Date Filed/#

N/A

(b) Funding:

Acrencv Name Fundincr Arnount

Bureau of Reclamation $10, 0OO



(c) Other Overlapplng or AdditLonal JurlEdictional
Responsibllltles:

Agency Narne Tltle of Responsibility

Bureau of Reclanation Owner of property

11. Ll.st of lgrnoLes Consulted DurLng PreparatLon ol the EA:

Bureau of ReclanatLon

o



PART TI. EMTIRONMEMIAL REVTEW

PHYS ICAIJ ENI/IRONII|ENT

Uil, l. the proposed action resutt in:
Can lfipact

Be
l{itigatedPotentialty

Siqnificant

' a. SoiI instsbitity or changes in geotogic
subst ructure?

b. Disruption, disptacermnt, erosion,
cofipaction, moisture [oss, or over-covering of
soiI rhich routd reduce productivity or
ferti t i

' c. Destruction, covering or modification of
ic or ohysic6t festures?

d. Changes in sittstim, deposition or erosion
patterns that may tnodify the che:'rnel of a river
or stream or the bed or shore of a [ake?

e. Exposure of peopte or property to
earthquakes, Iandstides, ground faiture, or
other natural hazard?

f. other (tist)
Naffative Descr
if needed):

Project proposes
surface. Due to
Secondary Effects

the Crmllative Secordary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additionat pages of narrative

to cover idle ground with fill material to provide a parking
the small acreage involved (0.75) there are no Cumulative or
on the Land Resources.

2. AIR

tJitt the proposed action resutt in:

I l,lPACT" can lnpact
Be

lli t igated
CmrEnt

lndex
Unknorne llone H i noro

Potentiat Iy
SiEnificant

' a. Emission of air pottutants or
deterioration of arbient air quatity? (also see
13 (c))

x

b. Creation of obiectionabte odors? x

c. Atteration of air mvemnt, moisture, or
tefiperatu!"e patterns or sny change in ctimate,
either tocaIty or reqionatty?

x

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, including
crops, due to increased emissions of
po[ [utants?

x

e. iFor P-R/D-J proiects, rilt the project
resutt in any discharge rhich ritt conftict
rith federat or state air $.ntity regs? (Atso
see 2a)

x

f. Other x

q

-v
o
f0

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the Curulative and Secondary Effects on Air Resources (Attach additionat pages of narrative
if needed):

lndude a rnrrdiw edpbnatbn under Parl lll deecribing the lcope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknoum, explain why tho unkno*n impacl hat not or can

nol be evaluated.

Include a namthre de*rlgtbn addrecolng the item. ldentilied in 12.8.€O+1a (ARM)

Determine whethor th€ d€lcrlbed impact may reeult and reapond on the checklict. Describo any minor or pc{€ntially dgniflcant impacte.

lnclude a dlrcusrlon abor.rt the ilgue in the EA narratlve and Include documentatlon if it wlll bo usetul.

4



There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on Air.

]. TAIIS

llitt thc proposcd action tcsutt in:

IltPAcT' Can lrpact
8c

ili tierted 'iffill
Unknourc Xonc llirrcro Potenti.t ty

Sisnificant

' a. Dischargc into surfacc rater or any attcration
of gurfecc |ater qu.tity irctuding but mt linited
to teoDeraturc. dieeotved oxvsen or turbidity?

x

b. Changeg in dreinagG pattGrns or thc r.tc ond
arm{nt of surfacc ruroff?

x

c. Atteretfon of thq coursc or nagnitudc of ftood
reter oi othcr ftoro?

x

d. Changcs in thc apurt of aurfccc mtqr In !'ry
ratcr bodv or crcrtion of c ncr r.tGr body?

x

e. Exposurc of pcoptc or property to |!tcr rclated
hazards srch as f toodlnE?

x

f . Chanses in the qntity of groqtdrater? x

o. Chamcs in the cirantltv of orouldllter? x

h. lrrcrcase in risk of contamination of surfrce or
ororrrdreter?

x

l. Effects on any existirp ratar right or
reservstion?

x

j. Effects on other roter uaera cg a regutt of eny
atteration in surface or srourdr.ater <patity?

x

k. Effccts on othcr uscrs as c rcsutt of any
alteration in surfacc or ororndreter cumtitf

x

t. 00fgf,-PllD:I, ritl thc prolect affcct a
desiqnated ftoo&tain? (Also sec 3c)

x I
n. lfgrPllQ:[, ritt the projcct resutt in eny
dischargc that xitt affect federat or st.te rater
q/8tity resutations? (Also sce 5e)

x

n. other: x

llarrativc Descnipticr ard Evutuetim of thc Cuilt.tivc ard Secondery Effecta on yater Resources (Attach ditionat pagee of narrative
if needed):

There are no Cnnulative or Secondary Effects on Water.

trrclrdc e rrrdn oO|rdon urder P.d lll rlcrqlblng |hc &op. .nd levd ot lmfci. lf th. lnpcc| b unlapwn, epbln why thc unlsitdytr lmp.cl h.. noa

ncl br w.fudod.
lrclrldc r mrtdvo Cccrtptoo rOArccff thc lcmr ldcrdllcd ln 12.8.GD+le (ARM)

Dctcrmlnc tryh.O!. thc dcrcribcd bnprct nny rcut erd ruepond on thc chocldC. Oo.ctlba.tly rlinor or pofenthlV rbnlllcen[ knpecir.
Irthrdc r d.cuadon &ort Otc brlc ln |ha EA nrrrilrp rnd lnclub documcnhtlon lt lt wlll bc wctul.
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4. VEGETATIOII

Uitt the proposd action resutt in: Potentistty

6. changes in the diversity, productivity or
of ptant species ( irctuding trees,

and oquatic ptsnts)?

b. Al,teretion of a ptant coflmmi

c. Adverse effects on any unique, rare,
threatend. or endangered species?

d. Reduction in acreage or productivity of any
icuttura[ [ard?

e. Estabtishment or spread of noxious reeds?

f. flFor P-R/D-J, ritI the project affect
or orime and unioue farmtand?

llarrative Description ard Evatuation of the Curutative and Secordary Effects on Lard Pesources (Attach edditionet pages cf narrative
if needed):

Covering of ground may alter plant species, productivity or abundance and replace
current vegetation with a less potentially productive surface. However, due to
the small acreage and the fact that similar vegetation is not linited adjacent
to the proposed parking lots there are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on
Vegetation.

5. FISH/UILDLIFE

ttitl, the proposed action resutt in:
\

ll,lPACT" Can lrpact
Be

l,litigated
Ccl|rent

lndexUnknorn" llone l,li noro Potentiat ly
Significant

7
a. Deterioration of critical fish or ritdtife
habi tat?

x

b. Changes in the diversity or atx.ndance of gam
animats or bird soecies?

x

c. Changes in the diversity or abundance of nongarc
sDecies?

x

d. Introduction of ner species into an area? x

e. Creation of a barrier to the migration or
movefl€nt of animats?

x

f. Adverse effects on any rnique, rare, threatened,
or endangered soecies?

x

g. Increase in conditions that stress ritdtife
poputations or timit ahrrda.rce (irrctrding
harassnent, tegal or ittegat harvest or other hunan
activity)?

x

h. flFor P-R/D-J, ritt the project be perfonned in
any area in rhich T&E species are present, and ritL
the project affect any T&E species or their habitat?
(Also see 5f)

x

+
.-.

-vl.

lnclude a narrdra oganaion undor Pad lll dercriHng the rcope and lerd of impact. lf the impact ic unknorvn, explain why the unknoryn impec{ ha. nol or cen

nol be evaluated.

lrrclude r nerrrttue d€lcrlpllon addrecing thc [cmt kbntlfl€d in 12.8.@4-1a (ARM)
D6termino whethor the dercribed lmpecl may recult and reepond on the checkllet. De3cribo.ny minor or potentlally ttigniflcant lmpacte.
lnclude e dlccugion about tho iccrc in lhe EA nemtfue and include documentation if it will be uretul.

6



I. OfCt-lllD:I. ritt thc projcct introduca or
export rw gpccicc not Prcrantly or historlcetly
occurrino in thc tlon? (Atso sac

larratir6 Decription ard Evatuction of tha Curutatlvc and Secondary Effccts on Lend Resourcee (Attach dditiomt pagae of
if needed):

There are no Cunulative or Secondary Effects on Fish or Wildlife.

EU}TAN EITVIRONUEITT

6.W
Uitt thc proposcd tction rcrult in:

ntP cTr Can lrpect
8o

llitigated
Cc|rnEnt

lndextlnkrpnrr llonc llirrcr' Potentiatty
Sisni f icant

a. Increases in cxisting noisa tavele? x

b. Exposure of peopte to scrvc or ruisancc trcisc
lavelc?

x

c. Creation of ctcctrootetic or etcctrmgnctic
effects thlt coutd bc dctrircntal to hunn
heotth or propcrty?

x

d. lntcrfererrcc rith radio or televiaion
receotion ard oocration?

x

e. Other: x

xsrrativE Deecription erd Evatuatlon of the Cr.nrlativc ard Secondary Effects on land Resources (Attach additimet pagee of narnative
if needed):

;H::a::e 
no Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Noise or Electri|

7. tAtD-lSE

tlitt the propoced action rcsult in:

txPAcT' Can lrpact
Be

Iitlgated
Cilmnt

lndextlrkmut' XorE llinor' Potentiat ty
Si sni ficant

a. Atterltion of or intcrfctdEa rlth thc
productivity or profftabitity of thc cxiatlng
tard use of an ercc?

x

b. confl.icted cith a desiEnated naturst erea or
area of nreual scientific or edrcational
i[portsrEe?

x

c. Conftict rith any existirrg trrd use droee
prcsencc routd constrcin or potcnti!tty prohibit
the proooeed action?

x

d. Advcrsc cffectg cr or rctocltion of
residenccs?

x

e. othcr: x

llarrativE Deecription ard Evatuatian of thc Ctnrtctivc ard Secondary Effects on Land Reaourccs (Attach additionat pagcs of narativ.

q

)
a
ta

tnddc I rrrdrc eOhnatlon udsr Ped lll dcrcdbir4 thc ecope md lewl of impect. lt lh€ lmp..l ir unknown, epbin why tho unlctown lmp.cl h.! nol ot q!
nol bc.vrlu.tcd.
Includc. mrdlo dcrlpdon dhcrlklg th. [dno ldcn0ficd h 12.8.O1-'le (ARM) V
Dcierrrhc who0rcr thc dacdbod Lrrprd rny truf ud nrpond on thc checldb. Deqlbc eny mlnor of polenthlly.lgnlllced lnpcctr.
lnctdc e dbcurdon .bod thc L||lc h tho EA nrdvc md lncftrdc doctmcnhtlon f I lvil bc u..fu|.

7



if needed):

There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Land Use.

). 
nrsrrnel-rx HAzARps

uitt the proposed action resutt in:

lilPAcro C8n lrpact
Be

l,{i t i gated
Cq|nent

lndex
Unknorno None l{ i nor' PotentiaI ty

Sisnificant

a. Risk of an exptosion or retease of hazardous
substances (inctuding, but not timited to oi[,
pesticides, chemiccls, or radiation) in the
event of an accident or other fomrs of
di sruot i on?

x

b. Affect an existing emergency response or
eflErgency evacuation plan or create a need for I
ner ptan?

x

c. Creation of any human heatth hazard or
Dotentiat hazard?

x

d. oFor P-R/D-J, ritl any chemical toxicants be
used? (Atso see 8a)

x

e. Other: x

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the Curul€tive and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative
if needed):

There are no Curnulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Risk/Health Hazards.

9. coilt'ruHtTY II{PACT

llitt the proposed action resutt in:
\

IMPACTO Can lrpact
Be

Hitigated
Coment

Index
UnknoHno None ll i noro Potentiat ty

Si qni f icant
J-a, Alteration of the tocation, distribution,
density, or gror.th rate of the hunan population
of an area?

x

b. Atteration of the socia[ structure of I
cormrni ty?

x

c. Atteration of the [eve[ or distribution of
elptoynent or com"mity or personal income?

x

d. Chanqes in industrial or comiprciat activity? x

e. lncreased traffic hazards or effects on
existing trsnsportation faci I ities or patterns
of movement of oeoote and soods?

x

f.Other: x

qav
a
oo

llarrative Description and Evatuation of the Cunrtative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach ditionat pages of norrative
if needed):

There are no Curnulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Community fmpacts.

lndude a narrahp ec9bnation under Part lll deccdbing the rcope ard level of impact. lf the impact ie unkno,rrn, explain why the unknortn impact har nol or c.n
not be er?luated.

lrrcludc a nerretive d€.crlptlon addrecCng the ltcmr ldontitl€d In 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Determine wtrethcr fre dacrib€d impcct .n y r6ult end reopond on thc ch€cklbt. Doecdbo .ny minor or potenthlly aignificant impact .

lnclude a dlrcugion abor,i the ilrue In the EA nenrthrc and lrclude documentatlon if it will be ursful.

I



10.

Uitt thc proposd rction rcsutt in:

lltPAcT' Cm lrpcct
BO

,li tlgrt.d
CCr|rpnt

lndcxUnkrrcwic Lonc ll i nor' Potentiatty
Siqnificant

e. lfitt thc propoacd cction hevc cn cffcct t^?on
or rcsutt in r nccd for rrr or ttterad
govermnntal services in any of the fottoring
arcas: firc oc poticc protcctioal, lchoote,
parks/rccrcetionat f aci t i tice, roade or othcr
nblic aaintanafrce, rater erppty, sarer or
septic aystcr, eolid rcetc dlcpooal, hcctth, or
othcr govGflmntct eervlccs? lf rrry. gpcclfy:

x t

b. uitt thc propoeed action hew rn cffcct tpon
the tocal oi statc tax basc and rcvcnre?

x

c. tlitt the propoeed .ction rceult In s nocd for
ner facititice or erbetential cltcrrtior of any
of the fottoring utititlce: ctcctric porcr,
natural gee, othcr f|let arfpty or dlstrlbutlqr
svste||B. or cormnicatlons?

x

d. Uitt thc proposed action rcsutt in increas€d
used of env gte|.ov source?

x

' c. Dcfine oroiccted ieyerara aoiirce3 x x

' f . Define projcctGd mintcnarcc coctc. x x

E. Other: x

llamativc Description ard Evalwtion of
if needed):

There are no C:urnulative

thc Cqrletive and Secordary Effectg on lend Resources (Attach edditionat pagee of narrative

or Secondary Effects on Rrblic Serrrices/Taxes/Utilities.

1I. AEIIIEIIqVSECSEAIIS

llitt the propoeed action result in:

ITPACTC Can lflpact
8c

Xitigated

T
Cdrmnt

lndexUnknqrn' Xone llinoro Potentiat ly
Sisnificant

a. Atteration of any scenic viste on creation of
an aestheticatty offensiw sitc or cffect that
is ooen to q.btic vier?

x

b. Atteratim of thc testhctic charactcr of c
ccnmni ty or midrborhood?

x

'c. Atterrtion of thc qltity or qrlrrtity of
recreat i ma t /tour i sm opporthi t i e3 8nd sett i ng8?
(Attach Tourism Remrt)

x

d. aftf-PllD;rl, ritl cny &signated or propoecd
rild or scenic rivers, trailc or rildernesg
arcas bc fF.ctcd? (Atso ece lle , 11c)

x

c. other: x

llamrtiw Oescriptim ard Evatution of thc Crnrtativc and Secondary Effccts on Latd Resources (Attach additionat pagee of narrativc
if needed):

These projects erill enhance recreational opportunites on the WMA by providing for
better access to the area. There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on
Aesthet icslRecreation .

a

a
fo

lncbde e rgrdw oeheUon under P.rt lll dcrslblng thc rcopc rnd leitcl of lmpec{. It Olc lmp.cl b unknown, otel.in why th. unlqt*n lmp.ct h.. noa or cql
,rol bs av.hJdcd.
l,Flrd.. nerntw dceslpllon rd&r*n thc lom ldctillfiod h 12.8.d)+1. (ARM)
Dotcrrdrp wficthcr thc docrlbcd knp.ct nrey rrt.il md opond ot Orc cfi.cKn. Dcrcrlbc rny mlnor or potonth[y Cgnlflcrd imp*lr.
lndudc. dbcurhn rbqtth. blr h th. EA mm0vcryd lrcludodcumcndoo lf Irryl[ bc urctul.

9



Csn lrpact
8c

Ii tigated

12. CUI.TURAL/HISTORICAL RESCIJRCES

lJiLl, the proposed oction resutt in: Potentiat ty
Sisnificant

Destruction or atterstion of any site,
or object of prehistoric, historic, or

teontotogicat ilportance?

b. Physicat ch€nge thet routd affect unicsle

c. Effects on existing retigioue or gacred uses
of a site or area?

d. llFor P-R/D-J, ritt the project affect
histonic or cutturat resources? Attach SHPo
tetter of ctearance. (Atso see 12.a)

tlarrative Description and Evatuation of the Curutative and Secondary Effects on Lard Resources (Attach 6dditionst pages of narrative
if needed):

There has been a cultural survey on the entire m'IA in the past and recently a
preliminary cultural review was conducted on both parking lot sites by the Bureau
of Reclamation archeologist. There evidently rtas a homesite in a portion of the
proposed expansion of the Ray Creek parking lot. On this site there will be no
excavation of material. Some fill will be hauled in from off-site to leve1 the
area to grade. Therefore, there will be no surface disturbance other than the
placing of fill material. On the Riley Road site a drainage ditch will be
rerouted around the parking lot to insure the integrity of the drainage that
ditch provides. Construction activities witl be monitored and if any items are
discovered which nay be of potential cultural value are discovered, the Bureau
of Reclamation archeologist wilI be irnmediately notified and construction

]tivities halted until the items can be properly reviewed. Because there will
lG no surface disturbance in known cultural sites there are no Cumulative or

Secondary Effects on Cultural/Historical Resources.

13. SUI,I}IARY EVALUATIOII OF SIG}IIFICANCE

Ititt the proposed action, considered as a rtrote:

I}IPACIO Can llpact
Be

lli t igated
Cofinent
lrdex

Unknorno llone lil i noro
Potentiat ty
Signi f i cant

a. Have irpacts that are individuatty limited,
but curulatively considerabte? (A project or
progrsm may result in inpacts on tHo or [xrre
separate resources rhich create a significant
effect rhen considered together or in totat.)

x

b. Invotve potentiat risks or adverse effects
rhich are hcertsin hJt extrefiFly hazardoue if
thev Here to occur?

x

c. Potentialty conftict yith the substantive
requirenpnts of any locat, state, or federal
[ar, regutation, standard or format plan?

x

d. Establish a precedent or tiketihood that
future actions rith significant envirorrEntal
imnetc gi I I ba 6F6nrrc*t?

x

+

v
I
0t

lnctrde a narrdw €lphnatbn under Part lll de*riUng the rcope and l€vel of impac't. lf the impact is unknourt, explain why the unknown impact har nol or can

not bo *aluated.
lrrclude a narratiw deacrlption addrcrcing the ltemc ts€ntltlod in 12.8.604-'le (ARM)

Determine udrether the dercribed impac.t may rcult and ropond m the checHirt. Delcrlbo 3ny minor or potentially cignifhant impec{s.
lrrcludo r dbcucelon ebotil the ireue in thc EA narralhrc and include docurnentation it it will be uceful.
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o. Gancrltc Lrtcntlrt dcbrto or controvcrsy
cbout thc mture of thc lrpactr thlt Houtd bc
crcatcd?

x

f. Ofgf-8:ElD:rt, lr tho projcct axpcctd to hcvc
organlzcd opporltlon or gcnGrutc slSetantlat
Er.btic controwrry? (Atgo ge l3c)

x

a
C. O0fgt-PllD3l, tict ury fcdcrct or strtc
ocnnlts rcoircd.

x

Xarrutivt Dcccrlptlon and Evelrrrtlon of thc Gtnrlatlvr atd Sccordrry Effccts on Lard Ra8osrcra (Attach lddition t plgcs of nerrrtive
if rucdcd):

f Hrdr e rr$l ogfdon urtd.r Prd lll dclctlbhO ftc rcopr nd bvtl of fnp.ct. lf |he lmprcl b unlcwn, 4laln wtry thc unknown Irnp.cn h.. nd q
ndbrrvrlffi.

) Inclrd. r mrirr drcdp0m eilllrdne tho lnn ldrlillctl h 12,0.O4.1r (ARlr)
o Dtrnnh. uAdrr iho drcrtrd fnprcl tny td ld nrgond m thr chrclfr. DcrcrlDo lU mhor c pdgfly rlgdfrc.rf hrre6.
oo lnchdrrdsnlon&d0f hrhl|trEAmrdwrndInclttlr &anrddonIttwlb.trdd.

It

o



5.

3.

4.

6.

7.

2. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no
action alternative) to the proposed action whenever alternatives are
reasonably available and prudent to consj-der and a discussion of how the
alternatives would be implernented:

No Action Alternative - The expansion of the Ray Creek parking lot and the
construction of the Riley Road lot would not be done.

Evaluation and Iisting of mitigation, stipulation, or other control
measures enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

Not Applicable

Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIs
required? YES / NO If an EIS is not reguired, explain Utfy the EA is the
appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action:

The appropriate level of analysis for these proposals is an Environmental
Assessment (EA) and an EIS is not required. Based on this analysis there
are no significant irnpacts on the Physical or Human Environrnent.

Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and,
given the comptexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues
associated with the proposed action, is the level of public involvenent
appropriate under the circumstances?

The EA was sent to a standard mailing list and put on the State bulletin
board. A legal notice was also placed in the Townsend Star newspaper
announcing the Proposed Action, detailing how to get information on the
project, how to get copies of the EA, and how to comment on the proposal.
A 15 day public comment period (July L through July 15, L998) was set and
this level of public involvement h/as felt to be appropriate given the
magnitude of these projects.

Duration of comment period if any:

L5 days.

Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Responsible for
Preparing the EA:

Tom Carlsen
wildlife Biologist
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
P.O. Box 998
Townsend, MT 59644
406-266-3367

PART III. NARRATIVE EVAIJUATTON AIID COUIIENE

l- b. At the Ray Creek parking lot expansion, approximately one-half acre
of idle ground will be covered with filllsurface material to provide for
a parking surface. At the Riley Road site less than one-quarter acre will
be covered with fill/surface rnaterial. Both areas are in a portions of
an agricultural leases on the WltA that are not used for fartning and due
to the small acreage involved this inpact on soil is considered to be
minor.



-

4 a & b. Both gites currently are vegetated by non-natlve grase specLes..
The flll/surface naterlal will cover thiE graEE but due to the snall area
Lrnpacted (<O.75 acres) thls ls a very mlnor impact.

10 €. Funding for these projects will come fron two sources wita
lpproxinately.951635 coming from FWP as a Capital Expenditure and 91orU
fron Reclanation.

10 f. There will be Eone maintenance assocLated with these parklng lots
such a6 fence maintenance, slgns, and parking lot surface maintenance.
All ttrese maintenance ltens occur on a very infrequent basis and wlll be
J.ncorporated into regular naLntenance actlvities already occurring at
other adJacent sLteE at llttle additional coEts. Maintenance coEts are
egtLmated at around $100-$2oo annually and funding will come out of
existing budgete.

13



DRAFT
MEPA/NEPA/HB{ e 5 CHECKLT8T

PART I. PROPOSED ACTTON DESCRTPTION

1. Typ€ of Proposed State Action Parking lot construction -
Canyon Ferry Wi'ld]ife Management area, ,pownsend, MT.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action Montana Fish.
Wildlife & Parks

N.me of ProJect Pond 4 Access Site
Nan€, Address and Phone Number of Project gponsor (if other
than tbe ag€ncy)

rf eppticable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date

3.

l.

5.

Jrr'l w 'l ggg

Estlmated Completion Date August l-999
Curent Status of Project Design (8 complete) t_oo *

6.

7.

Location Affectad by Proposed Aetion (county,
townsbip)

5l- Ranch Broadwater Co., T7NR1-E Section LL

Project f3j-ze: Estinate tbe nunber of acres that
directly affected that are currently:

Acres

(d) FLoodptain

(e) Productive:

irrigated croptand

dry croptard

fores t ry

range I and

range and

would be

Acres

n

n

n

.n

-0-

(a) Devetoped:

residential . . n

incfustriat ,.. n

(b) Open Space/9oodtards,/Recreation \/L

o Hetl.ards/Riparian Areas

8.

n

othef

Map/site plrn: attach an original 8 frr x 11rr or larg'er section
of the nost receDt Ugcg 7.5. seri€s topographic map shoying
the location and boundaries of the area that would be affected
by the proposad action. A different map scala nay be
substituted if more appropriata or if required by agency rul€.
If available, a site plan sbould also be attached.





9. NarratLve Summar-y of, the Proposed Actlon or ProJect lncludlng
the Benefits and Purpose of the proposed ActLon.

This project is proposed for the Canyon Ferry Wildlife
Management Area, which is located approxirnately 1 mile north
of Townsend, MT and is situated along the south end of
Canyon Ferry Reservoir (Figure L). The area is administered
by the Bureau of Reclanation and is managed by Montana Fish,
wildlife and Parks under a special cooperative altreement with
Reclamation (No. 98-FC-60-0954O, effective 9/LS/97). The
Proposed Action consj.sts of building an access road, parking
Iot, handicapped-accessible interpretive overlook, and boat
ramp along Pond 4 on the CFWMA. This project is being proposed
to provide additional parking and irnproved access to the Wlr[,A
due to increased use of the area by recreationists, both
hunters and non-hunters.

The Pond 4 access will have a grravel road frorn Highway L2 to
Pond 4, a 25 space parking lot, a handicapped-accessible
viewing platform with interpretive sigrns, a trail fron the
platform to the pond, and a gravel boat ramp. Adequate signage
would be erected along Highway L2. This access will provide
educational and viewing opportunities to local people as weII
as passing tourists. In addition, the boat ramp will provide
another access point to the pond for waterfowl hunters. The
north end of Pond 4 is the only existing boat access and in
dry years may not provide access at all because of low water
in the pond.

Total estimated cost for the project is 935,059.

10. Listing of any other Local, gtat€ or Federal agency that has
overlapping or additional jurisdiction.

(a) Pennits:

Agency Nane permit Date Filed'#
Army Corp of Engineers #qOa

(b) Funding:

Agency Name Funding Amount

Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks $35,059



(c) Other Overlapplng or Additional Jurisdictional
Responsibllities:

Agency Nane TyDe of Responsihility

Bureau of Reclamation Olrner of property

11. LLgt ol lgencLes Congulted DurLng Pr€paratl.on of the EA:

Bureau of Reclanation

FWP Design and Construction
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P4RT rr. EM/IRONI{EN'FAL REVIEII

PHYSICAL EIWIRON}I8NT

Can lfipact
8e

tlitigated

1. LarD.lEsqrScEl

uitt thc proposcd .ction rcautt in: PotontiaI ty
Sisni f icant

' a. Soit instobitity or chattges in gcotogic
substructure?

b. 0isruption, disptaceonnt, crosion,
codprction, nristure toss, or ovcr-covcring of
soi I rfrich routd redtrc prodrrtivi ty or

' c. oestrLrction, covering or modification of
tniquc Ecotogic or physicat featureg?

d. Char€es in sittation, depoeitim or crosion
patterns that n y rnodify thc charnel of a river

or thc bed or shore of a

e. Exposure of peoptc or ProPcrty to
carthcirakcs, tandetides, groud fai turc,
other naturat hazard?

if needed):
Project proposes to cover
surface and parking surface.
no Cumulative or Secondary

idte ground with fiII material to
Due to the small acreage involved

Effects on the Land Resources.

provide a roai
(0.75) there are

Can llpsct
Be

Hi tigated

2. AI8

Uitt the proposed action resutt in: Potential ty

' a. Emission of air pottutants or
deterioration of anrbient sit'guatity? (atso see
l3 (c))

b. Creation of objectionabte odors?

c. Atteration of air lrrverpnt, nnisture, or
tempeiaturc patterns or st'ty change in climate,

ther tocattv or resionatl

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, incttding
crope, d.tc to increased emissims of

e. fFor P-R/D-J proiects, ritI the project
resutt in any discharge rhich ritI confl'ict
rith federat or state air q.ratity regs? (Atso

llarrativc Description ard Evaluation of
if needed):
There are no Cumulative

the CLmttstive and Secondary Effects on Air Resoufccs (Attach additionaI pages of narrative

or SecondarY Effects on Air.

Inctudo. rE'raair€ ergbnatbo under Part lll d€.crittng thc lcopc and lcvel ol impacl.

noa b.6/.luded.
lf the impact ic unknotvrr, explain wtry the unknown impact ha tr{' q ar

> llrcludc a nerretivu dc|cripdm addrecring thc ilcrnr klotlutlcd in 12.8.@+1a (ARM)

o Oclcrnrin u,i.lh.r th. d..crib.d imp.ct rt y crult rnd ru|Pond m thc chccltid. O..ctib. .ny minor or potcnthlv tignifrcent imPec{t.

af tnctudo e dhcu..ion ebout thc iguc ln frc EA nerrrthlc rnd inchidG dcumcntetlon il it will bc ureful.
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]. IAIES

gitt tha proposd rction rosutt in:
Crn Irp.ct

ga
Hitig!tcdPotenti.I ly

Sicnificant

' a. Dischargc into surfacc Hrtar or any cttorction
of surf acc utar ctrrrl i ty inctr.ding but not t ini tcd
to tempcraturc, dissotved oxygen or turbidit

b. Chenges in drcinagc pottcrns or thr rete and
amount of surfacc rtrnoff?

c. Atterotion of the course or magnitrde of ftood
Hater or other ftors?

d. Chenges in the amqrt of surface rater in any
rater bod or creatiofi of a ner rater

e. Exposure of peopte or prop€rty to Hater retated
hazards such as ftoodins?

f. Chanses in the otratitv of

h. Increase in risk of contiltinotion of surface or

l. Effects on any existing rater right or

j. Effects on other rater users as a result of any
atteration in surface or growtdrater quati

k. Effects on other users as a resutt of any
atteration in sunface or qro{Jndrater ouanti

t. arfgC_P:-8lDrl, ritl the project affect a
designated f Loo6l.ain? (Atso see 3c

m. |fCLPllE,l, fitl the project resutt in any
ischarge that riLt affect federaI or state rater

ity regutations? (Atso see 3a

CmrEnt
lrdcx

llarrative Descriptim ard Evatuation of
if needed):

There are no Cumulative

the Curutative and Secondary Effects on lJater Resources (Attach additionat pages of narrative

or Secondary Effects on Water.

q

I
7
io

lr'Efudt a rsrdirc ogbnation under Part lll dercribing tho tcopo and l€vel of impact. tt th€ impact ia unknown, erphin why the unknown impact har not or can
nd b€ evaluatGd.

Includc. naretlw dacription addrcedng tha itomt idcntifled in 12.8.@+1r (ARM)
Oelerminc uficthcr th. d6crib.d imprcl mey re.ult .nd rc.pond on th€ chocHh. De.crib. eny minor or potential!.hnilkari impectr.
Includs e dbcu..ktfl about thG iruc in tho EA narratlvc and includc documontatlon il it will bc urcful.



4. rEcErtutt

Yltt tha propo.d rctfql r..utt in: Potcntirt ly
Sl cni f iccnt

r. Chcngcr in thc divcrrlty, prodrtivlty or
rburdrnc. of plant spcclcr (lrctudirtg trccr,

c. Adtvar3a cffcctr on ory rnlqlc, r!ra,

d. l.d.rcticr In rcrcagc or prodrctlvlty of my
icutturel lend?

f . aafelel,/.Drl, rltl tha pcoJcct tffrct
rrettmd3. or orirp ard ni

l{arrativ! 0escription ard Evatuation of the Cunrtativc and Secordary Effects on Lard Rcsosrcei (Attach additimat pages of narrutiv,
if nccded):

Covering of ground
current vegetation
the small acreage
to the proposed
Vegetation.

may alter plant species, productivity or abundance and replac€
with a less potentially productive surface. However, due tc
and the fact that similar vegetation is not linited adjacent
project there are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects or

lndrb e r|JrdE e|Plnton und.r Pilt lll dG.cdfreE thG !cop. .nd lacl of impacl. lf lhe impact ir unforown, axplein W tt'p unlrnown imped h..
nd b. cvducrd.
lncftrd.. mndhp dcrcrltlon .dd...ang th. itdn klordfcd in 12.8.@{-1l (ARM)
Od.finh. uttdr.r thr decrbrd bltprcf nny nu[ .nd tf,pond an lho clrcldld. Ot ctib. eny n*nor or potctttblv riOnificad lmp.clr.
lncludc e d.cntrion ebort thr brrr foi thc EA nrdva md Lrhdc dqmodAbn it it will b. u..fu|.
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5. FISX/I/ILDLIFE

lJit( th€ proposd ection result in:
Crn lfip.ct

8c
ri tigrtcdPotenti6tty

Siqni ficant

a. Dctcrioration of criticst fish or xiLdtifc
habi tat?

b. Chengcc in thc divcrsity or aburdarrcc of game
aninrts or bird socci

c. Changes in thc diversity or ab,rrdancc of nongam

d. lntroduction of ner ies into an area?

e. Creation of a barrier to the migration or
animats?

f . Adversc affects on eny uricf,E, rare, threatend,

g. Incrcrse in conditios that strGss ritdtife
pogrtations or timit sLrrdarre (irrtrding
harassmnt, tegal or ittegat harvest or other human
act ivi ty)?

h. O0Fon P-R/D-J, rill the project be performed in
any area in rhich T&E species are present, ard ritt
the project affect any T&E species or their habitat?
Atso see 5f

l. oFor P-R/D-J, rit[ the project introdrre or
export sny species not presentty or historicatty
occurrinE in the receiving toc8tion? (Atso see 5d

llarrative Description ard Evatuation of the Curutative and Secordary Effects
I needed):
v Increased human activity along the shore of

disturbance to waterfowl in the irnmediate
cumulative impact on nesting or distribution.

on Lard Resources (Attach additional. pages of narrative

Pond 4 hrill create a short term
vicinity, but will not have a

a

av
ii

lncbdc a rrrdve €DQaanatbn und€r Part lll d€lcribing tho tcop€ and level of impact. It the impac{ ir unknoryn, explain why thc unknolwr inpac{ ha. not o. can
noi bo €valu.tod.
lrrcludc. n rr.th€ da.crigilon addre0lng tho itom. kJonlltl€d in 12.8.@+1a (ARM)

Dctcrminc wtrc$cr thc dc.cdb.d impect mry rcrull rnd rc.pond on thc checklld. Dacribo any minor or potcntially ergnillcent imp*tr.
lncludo. dbcu..ion .bout tha ireue in the EA n rrathr..nd includc docurn€ntatlon it it will bo u.otul.

7



F

HUttAl{ EI{\II nONXEtfT

6. XOISE/ELECIRICAL EFFECTS

Vitt the propord cction r..utt in:
C.n lflp.ct

Bc
ili r igrrcdPotcntict ly

r. Incrcarca in cxlsting rrclso

b. Exposure of pcopte to garva or ruislnco rrci3c

c. Crcation of clectrostrtic or ctectrqnagnetic
cffects thst coutd b. detrimntat to hupn

d. lnterfcrcncc rith radio or tclcvision
ion and ogerstion?

Iarratiw Dcecriptim
if needcd):

There are no
Effects.

eid Evetr,stidl of thG Cuilitatlve erd Sccordrry Effccts on [..d nesourcc3 (Attcch ldditio.ra[ pagee of n rrative

Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Noise or Electrical

7. LA}ID USE

9itt the propoecd action rcsutt in:
Can hp€ct

Be
ri tigrtcd

.: Altcr.tion of or intcrferttrG rlth thc
prodrctivity or peofitabitity of thc cxisting
land usc of an area?

b. Confticted Hith a dcsignstcd nstural are6 or
area of rnrsuat scientif ic or edrationat

c. Conftict rith any existing tard use rhose
presence rould constrain or potentiatty prohibit

d. Adverse effects on or retocation of
residences?

llarrative Description
if needed):

There are no

ard Evalrlation of the Ct.ltutative ard Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional, pages of nairative

Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Land Use.

oa can

o
c

o
oo

Incb& a rurd,c ebna0on und€r P.rt lll &.criung thc rcope and level of impact. It tho impact ir unknolvn, erglain why the unknotfln impact h.r nd
noa bo €nhl.tcd.
lrrcludc r ntrrtiw dcrcrlpdcr.dr...lng thc ilcmr ktcntitl€d in 12.8.€0&ta (ARM)
Dclermir urrdrcr tho drcrSod lmp*t mry nruf md rogond on thc cheHb. O..crib. my minor or polottu.lly rilnillcant imprctr.
lrcludr. dbcu.dln about tho iurp in thc EA nrrrtiw rnd ircludo docut?r€tttetlon it it will b. u.€tul.
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6. RISK/XEALIH IIA2AROS

Vil,t tha proposd rction rclut: In:
Crn lrp.ct

8c
XitigatedPotentiatty

Sionificant

a. Risk of cn cxptoeion or rctcccc of harardous
gubstanccs (inctuding, but not Linitcd to oit,
pesticidcs, chcrnicals, or radiation) in tha
ovent of an accidcnt or othcr forms of

b. Affect an cxisting eflpfgericy rcsponca or
emrgency evacuation plan or crcate ! n€ed for a

c. Creation of any hunan heatth hazard or

d. fFor P-R/D-J, ritt any chemicaI toxiconts be
used? (Atso see 8a

l,laffstive Description aad Evrtuation of thc Cumrtativc cnd Secondary Effects on Lard Resources (Attach sdditional p.9e3 of narratiye
if needed):

There are no Cunulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Risk/Health Hazards.

9. CO,I}IU}IITY II{PACT

lril. l, the proposed action resutt in:
Can lrpact

8e
Ii t i gatedPotential Iy

Sisnificant

a. Atteration of the tocation, distrihJtion,
density, or grorth rate of the hunan poputation
of an aree?

Atteration of the socia[ structure of a

c. Atteration of the [eve[ or distribution of
corm.rnity or personat incoe?

d. Chanses in ind.rstriat or corrnercial activit

e. lncreased traffic hazards or effects on
existing transportation faci Iities or pstterns
of movernent of oeoote and

c

-v
l.

ilamative Description and Evatuation of the Curutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resoufces (Attach additionat pages of narrative
if needed):

There are no Curnulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Community fnpacts.

Incl.rdo a rnrratiw eObnation under Part lll d€acribing th€ lcopo and level of impact. It the impact ia unknoivn, explain why the unknevn impact h.! ml o. can

nd bo 6/aluatod.

Includ. . n rr.tlv. d€.criptlon addre$ing tho itcrnr id€ntitled in 12.8.@a-1r (ARM)
Delerminc utrcthor thc dc|cdbcd impact n|.y r6ult and rcrpood m the ch€ckln. Dc.crib€ any minor or potentially signitlcent imo.rl..
lnctr.rdc a dlrcuuinn about thc iouc in thG EA n mthrc end includs docum.ntation if it will bo u:eful.

9
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10. PUSLlc sERVlcEs/r^xEs/ulrLlTrEs

lJitl, tha propord rction raautt in:
Cln lqc.ct

3a
Hi tigstcdPotent i.t ty

Sicnificant

a. 9il,t thc propoecd actim havc an cffcct Won
or resutt in a nccd for ncr or lttcrad
govcrnilErt6l gcrviccs in any of tho fottoring
areas: firc or poticc protaction, schools,
p6rks/recre.tiona( fccititicg, roads or other
pubtic naintenarcc, rotar tuppty, scrcr or
septic ay3teilB, sotid reetc dispocat, haatth, or
othcr govcrrnrntat scrviccs? lf any. rpcci

b. Uitt thc proposcd action have an cffcct r.pon
thc locrt or gtrtc tcx bcsc cnd revcnrer?

c. 9itt thc proposed $tion rcsutt in r rrecd for
ner facil,itica or subEtsntirt clterationc of any
of thc fottoring utiiiticg: clcctric poncr,
naturet 9.s, othcr ftrcl srppty or distributiotl

d. taitt thc proposcd rction rqgutt in irrrcaecd

- c. Dcfinc oroicctcd

' f. Oefinc oroiectcd

Cqtt|Ent
lrdex

llamatiw Descriptim ard Evatuation of
if necded):

Ttrere are no Grnulative

thc Cuutativc ard Secordary Effects on Land Resources (Attach addition€t pcAes of narfative

or Secondary Effects on Pub1ic Services/Taxes/Utilities.

I 1. AESTHETICS/RECREATIOfl

9il,t the proposed action result in: Potentiat Iy
Sisni ficant

a. Atteration of any scenic vista or creation of
an aesthetically offensive site or effect that

to public vier?

b. Atteration of the aesthetic character of a
coomnity or rci

'c. Atteration of the quetity or quantity of
recrcat i on t/touri so opportmi t i es ard sctt ings?
Attach Tourism Reoort

d. aflf_Pll!:.,1, ritl any designated or proposed
ritd or scenic rivers. traits or ritderness

lso see 1la, tlc)

llarrative Description ard Evatuation of the Crm.rtative and Secondary Effects on Latd Resources (Attach additional, peges of narrative
if needed):

This project rrill enhance recreational opportunites on the WUA by providing for
better access to the area. There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on
Aesthet ics/Recreat ion .

IndJdo. rzrCivc oelnadon under Part lll d€.ctibane thc !cop..nd lovel ot imp.ct. It the imp.ct ir unknom, eplain wfiy thc unknown inp.ct h..
noa b.arakrltcd.
trrcludc r n tr.tivt dG.ctiptlon ddrcrring thc itcm l<lcnllflcd in 12.8.6U.1e (ARM)

m€nninG u,h.Urcr tha hcribad lmpaci rnry rcult and ropond on thc chocKb. OGactibo .ny manor or polentiatly rqpincant impectr.
lnclu<b a dhcu..bn .bout th. i..|Jc ln thc EA nemlhp.nd includc documcntdon it it tyill b. |x.ful.
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I2. CULTURAL,/III STORICAL RFS(URCES

uil,t thc proposd rction rasut; in:
Crn lflp.ct

8c
llitigctcdPotentiatty

Siqnificant

.!. Dcstruction or attcratlon of any citc,
gtructurc or objcct of prchistoric, historic, or

leontotoqicaI

b. Physical changc that noutd cf fcct uniqr.rc
culturut vatucc?

c. Effcctc on cxisting rctigiotrs or secrcd ugeg
of a sitc or rrar?

d. f.For P-R/D-J, riitt thc project affect
historic or cutturat resourccs? Attach SHPo
tetter of ctearance. (Atso see 12.a)

ca
oi

llamatiw Description ard Evatuation of thc Cumrtative and Secordary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additionaL pages of narrativ.
if nccded):

There has been a cultural survey on the entire m{A in the past and recently e
class III cultural reviest (see attached memo) was conducted on the Pond 4 access
site by the Bureau of Reclamation archeologist. A cultural resource nas detectec
on this site which was deternined not eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places. Construction activities will be monitored and if any itens are
discovered which may be of potential cultural value, construction activities wilL
be halted and the Bureau of Reclamation archeologist nill be irnmediately notifiec
to reviett the iteurs. Because there will .be no surface disturbance in knowr
cultural sites there are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects anticipated on
Cu1tural/Historical Resources.

Incfudc r rryrdvo oelmatbn under Pad lll de*riling tho lcope and level of impact. lf the impact b unknonrn, exp&ain ryhy the unlororm imp.cl ha. noa or can
not b. avaln icd.
lrrcludc r mrnthra dcrcrlpdm eddreuinO thc ilemt irofliltbd in 12.8.@4-1. (ARM)
O€iefmln sfiGthGf thc d6cflb.d imp.ci may r!.un.nd rc.pond on ttp chccHh. OG.cdb..ny minor or polentially riignitlcani imprt .

lrrcludc r dbcu..bn ebout tho louc in thc EA nerratho end irrcludc docurnont tlon if il will bc urcful.

11
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lJ. stfiAny EvALUAnor 0t stcfltFlc^xc€

tlitl, tha propo.d lctlon, cqrrl&rcd er r vhotc:

c.n lq)rct
Bc

Iitig.t.dPotc'ntiatly

a. Havc inpcctr th.t .r. individntty timitcd,
hJt cr.out.tivoty conridrmbtr? (A projtct or
progil nay ra&tt In irpcctr on tro of ixtra
3cp.r.t. ro3ourc.. |.tlch cr.rt. c eignificent

b. lnvolvc potentirt rigkc or ed,vcrsc cffcctc
rfrich orc rnccrtain but artrqEly hczardour if

c. Potcntialty conftict rith thc srtetantivc
rcquirer:nts of cny tocat, statc, or fcdcrel
tar. rcgutrtion. rtsrdcrd or

d. E3tlblish ! pr.ccdcnt or tikelihood thrt
futuro ectiqre rith rignlficmt Ctwirqrntrl

G. Grn€rltc subetsntiat dcbrtc or cqltroversy
rbout thc n turc of thc ipst3 th.t Ertd b.
crcatcd'll

f. OfgfE8lDrl, is thc projcct cxpcctcd to havc
organircd oppoliticr or genrrrtG sut3tcrrtial

g. OOFor P-R/D-J, list &ry fcderat or strte

xam.tivr Deacription and Evalr,ption of thc Cuutativc ard Sccordory Effects m Lard Rcaources (AttEch additionct pageg of n r.tiye
if ncedcd):

pa1lb e rrrdt oOm|96 undcr P11 lll dacriUng ftc !cog. .nd lstd of impecl. It thc imp€cl ir unloown, cog*rin wfiy thc unlarcwyr imp.ct t'r..
ncl b. ct/atJdcd.
lnclrd.. rnndn dcreriplbn eddta.ip th. ibm. ld.ntlfiGd in 12.8.604-ie (ARM)

o|Gl.mh. s,h.Ofi t|l. darcrib.d lmp.ct ln|y rtrrf .nd tt pond qr tlr chccldd. Dcrcrlbc eny mlnor or polcttthlty dgnitlc.n0 imp.cb.
trrchrd.. dhcur.bn .bod th. blrlo |r Urc EA nrrrtfuo md lrclqb docnrrrrndon it it wifl bc urotul.
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2. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the nc
action alternatlve) to the proposed action whenever alternatlves ar€
reasonably a'railable and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the
alternatives would be implemented:

No Action Alternative The construction of the Pond 4 access would not
be done.

Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control
measures enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

Not Applicable

Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS
required? YES / NO If an EIS is not required, explain why the EA is the
appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action:
The appropriate level of analysis for these proposals is an Environmental
Assessment (EA) and an EfS is not required. Based on this analysis there
are no significant inpacts on the Physical or Human Environment.

Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and,
given the cornplexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues
associated with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement
appropriate under the circurnstances?

The EA was sent to a standard rnailing list and put on the State bulletin
board. A legal notice was also placed in the Townsend Star newspaper
announcing the Proposed Action, detailing how to get information on the
project, how to get copies of the EAr and how to cornment on the proposal.
A 2L day public comment period (February 3, L999 to February 24, L999) was
set and this level of public involvement was felt to be appropriate given
the magnitude of these projects.

Duratj-on of comment period if any:

2L days.

Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Responsible for
Preparing the EA:

Tom Carlsen
wildlife Biologist
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
P.O. Box 998
Townsend, MT 59644
406-266-3367

PART III. NARRATIVE EVALUATTON AND COI,I}TEIflT

L b. Approxj-rnately 3\4 acre of idle ground will be covered with
fill/surface material to provide for a road surface and parking surface.
The area is currently idle land. Due to the sma11 acreage involved the
inpact on soil is considered to be minor.

3a. Construction of the boat ramp may result in a short term increase in
turbidity in the pond.

5.

3.

4.

6.

7.

r3
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4 a & b. The site currently is vegetated by non-native grass specied.
The fillr/aurface materlal will cover this grass but due to the srnall are;
lmpacted (0,?5 acreE) thls ls a very nlnor irnpact.

5 gt. f ncreaEed activlty along pond 4 may result in short-fir
displacenent of waterfowl when vLsitors are present. There will not be]
long-term impacts to local waterfowl populations.

1.0 €. The cost of the project wiII be funded by FWPrs statewide I{I'0
operatlon and naintenance dollars and will be a one tine expenditure ot
funds for this project.

10 f. There will be srome maintenance associated with this parking lot
such as fence naintenance, signs, and parking lot surface naintenance.
AU these naintenance itens occur on a very infrequent basis and will be
incorporated into regrular maintenance activities already occurring at
other adJacent sites at little additional costs. Maintenance costs are
estinated at around $10O-92OO annually and funding will come out of
existing FWP budgets.

11 c. There nay be displacement of birds near the viewing platform,
possibly affecting hunters during the waterfowl season. This effect is
expected to be minor to non-existent as most viewing will probably take
place during the sumner months.

14
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United States Department of the

BUREAU OF NECLAMATION
Great Plains Region

Montana Area OlTice
P.O. Box 30117

Billings, Montana 59 107-0 ll7

DEcr r S

Interior

IN R,E PLY
R,F,FF,R, TO:

MT-426 OEC 16ffi
-1-o -*(

Paul Putz
State Historic Preservation Officer
Montana Historical Society
P.O. Box 201202 :,!,y
Helena MT 59620 -1202 'lr'*r

CONCUFB
MONTA

Subject:

Dear Paul:

,$IG'TED

Request for Comment - Cultural Resou/ces I
Fishing Access, Canyon Ferry Reservoir, Broadwater County, Montana
MTAO No. MT-98-83

The Montana Area Office is proposing to approve a proposal by Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks for the construction of an access to Pond 4 on Canyon Ferry Reservoir in Broadwater
County, Montana. This access is also known as the 5l Ranch Access. The undertaking will
involve the construction of approximately 7,500 feet of new road and fence, and the installation
of a fishing access on the edge of the Reservoir. A more detailed description of the undertaking
is presented in the attached cultural resources inventory report.

Based on these identification efforts, one cultural resource was detected. This site (24BW890) is
a historic period site containing evidence of several ephemeral structures. Based on the survey
data, Site 248W890 does not appear to meet the significance criteria in 36 CFR Part 60.4 to be
considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Your comments on this
proposed determination are requested. If you have any questions concerning this information,
please feel free to contact me'at (406) 247-7315 or by e-mail at mandrews@gp.usbr.gov.

Sincegelya')

AeZ

Paul Valle
Montana Department of Fish,
PO Box 200701
Helena MT 59620-0701

Mike Andrews
Area Archeologist

Wildlife and Parks

Enclosure
Subject Report

torT for the 51 Ranch
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\ elt/io4to;rla fistL,
)vildrgb@,ftrtc

Helena Area Resource Office
930 Custer Avenue W
Helena, MT 59620 July 21, 1998

TO: Governor's Office, Julie Lapeyre, Room 204, State Capitol, POB 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801
Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Room 106, POB 201704, Helena, MT 59620
Dept. Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, POB 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901
ivlontana Fish, Wil<ilife & Parks

Director's Office
Fisheries Division
Wildlife Division
Parks Division
Lands Section
Legal Unit

FWP Commissioners
MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, POB 201202 Helena, MT 59620-1202
MT State Parks Association, POB 699, Billings, MT 59103
MT State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., POB 201800, Helena, MT 59620
James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, POB I184, Helena,MT 59624
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, POB 595, Helena, MT 59624
George Ochenski, POB 689, Helena, MT 59624
Broadwater County Commissioners, Courthouse, Townsend, MT 59644
Jerry DiMarco, POB 1571, Bozeman, MT 59771
MT Wildlife Federation, POB 1175, Helena,MT 59624
Glen llockett,745 Doane Road, Bozeman, MT 59715
Skyline Sportsman's Assoc., Box 173, Butte, MT 59701
Jefferson Valley Sportsman's Assoc., POB 663, Whitehall, MT 59759
Prickly Pear Sportsman's Assoc., lT2l Yirginia Dale St., Helena, MT 59601
Senator Dan Hunvitz, PO Box 585, $,&ite Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
Representative Gay Ann Masolo,20 Duck Drive, Townsend, MT 59644

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Enclosed, please find the final decision notice for the expansion of the existing parking lot at the Ray Creek
access to the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area (CFWMA) and construction of a new parking lot off
Riley Road that would access the WMA. These parking lot projects were being proposed to provide additional
parking and improved access to the WMA due to increased use ofthe area by recreationist primarily hunters.
These projects occur on the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area" which is located approximately I mile
north of Townsend, MT and is situated along the south end of Canyon Ferry Reservoir. The area is
administered by the Bureau of Reclamation and is managed by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks under a

special agreement with Reclamation.

.{ir'
[i r,$i,uirYt
\"zll v'
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Decision Notice Letter
Page2
July 21, 1998

Utilizing the EA and public comment a decision must be rendered by FWP which addresses the concerns and

issues identified for this proposed project. Both FWP's analysis and all public input supported this expansion
and constnrction project. Additional parking would ease access and parking problems associated with the
increased use on the WldA, particularly during the hunting. After review of this proposal, an EIS is not
required and it is my decision to approve this expansion/construction project.

Michael Korn
Helena Area Resource Coordinator



DECISION NOTICE
Canyon Ferry Wildlife Mangement Area Parking Lot Expansion/Construction

Prepared by Region 3, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
July 21,1998

PROPOSAL

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) proposes to expand the existing parking lot at the Ray
Creek access to the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area (CFWMA) and build a new parking
lot off Riley Road that would access the \\MA. These parking lot projects are being propcsed to
provide additional parking and improved access to the WMA due to increased use of the area by
recreationist, primarily hunters. These projects occur on the Canyon Ferr)t Wildlife Management
Area, which is located approximately 1 mile north of Townsend, MT and is situated along the south

end of Canyon Ferry Reservoir. The area is administered by the Bureau of Reclamation @OR) and

is managed by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks under a special agreement with BOR.

The Ray Creek access is the main parking area for accessing 2 of the ponds on the WMA. During
opening day of waterfowl season 1997 there were over 50 vehicles parked in this one lot. Many
hunters use boats to hunt from and because this parking lot is narrow and doesn't have the capacity
to handle current use. Parking, especially with a boat trailer, is therefore very difficult. The
proposed improvements to this parking area would be widening and lengthening the lot to increase
parking capacity and overall accessibility.

The fuley Road parking lot would be a small parking facility with a capacity of 6 vehicles. This
parking lot would access one of the agricultural leases on the WMA that receives use primarily
by upland bird hunters and field hunting waterfowl hunters. No parking facility currently exists
in this vicinity and so hunters park on the county road.

Total estimated cost for the 2 parking lots is $15,635.

MONTANA EIWIROI\MENTAL POLICY ACT PROCESS

FWP is required to assess impacts of the proposal to the human and physical environment. The

CFWMA parking lot expansion/construction proposal and its effects were documented by FWP
in an Environmental Assessment (EA) to satisfu the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).

A 15 day public comment period on the EA ran from July 1, 1998 through July 15, 1998. A
legal notice was placed in the Townsend Star detailing how to acquire copies of the EA and
providing comment on the proposal.

No significant issues were generated during the public comment period and no revisions were
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made to the Draft Environmental Assessment, which will therefore serye as the Final
Environmental Assessment.

ISSUES RAISF'N IN TITT' EITWROI\IMT.NTAL ASStr'SSIfI'NT (EA)

The EA lists the issues in detail. These include soil disturbance and over-covering of soil with
filVsurface material on less than one acre of idle land, covering of non-native grasses by
filUsurface material, and costs associated with annual maintenance at these sites. All issues were
considered to be minor in impact.

STJMM RY O.r'PURI IC COMMF'NTS

As of July 15, 1998, the Deparhent received one written comment. The person providing this
written comment indicated a desire to bave boat access to the ponds and river from the parking
lots. The Riley Road parking lot does not provide access to the ponds or the river, therefore, no
boat ramp could b€ built. The Ray Creek parking lot already provides access to boat ramps on
ponds 2 and 3 during the waterfowl season.

pEcrsIoN

Utilizing the EA and public comment a decision must be rendercd by FWP wtrich addresses the
concenr and issues identified for this proposed project.

Both FWP's analysis and all public input supported this expansion and constnrction project.
Additional parking would ease access and parking problems associated with the increased use

on the WMA, particularly during the hunting season.

After review of this proposal, an EIS is not required and it is my decision to approve this
expansion/construction proj ect.

Helena Area Coordinator
Helen4 MT
July 20, 1998
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DRAFT

MEPA CHECKLIST

Part l. Proposed Action Description

1. Type of Proposed State Action Replacement of rock riprap on the reservoir side of Cooney Dam.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action

Owner: MT Dept. of Natural Resources and Conservation: Sec. 85 -15, MCA .

3. Name of Project Cooney Dam Rock Rip Rap Replacement

4. Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency)

MT. Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, 48 N. Last Chance Gulch, P.O. Box 201601,
Helena, MT 59620 - 1601 (406) M4-6U6

5. lfApplicable: EstimatedConstruction/CommencementDate October 25.1999
Estimated Completion Date December 1. 1999
Current Status of Project Design (% complete) 75o/o

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township)

Carbon Countv - Township 45, Ranqe 20E, Sec. 25 and 36.

7. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are currently:
(a) Developed: (c) Floodplain... ... acres

Residential ..... acres
Industrial..... .... acres (d) Productive:
Open Space/
Woodlands /
Recreation. 1 acre

(b) Wetlands/Riparian
Areas.......... ..... acres

(e) Other: earthen dam........3 acres

8. Map/site plan: attach an original8 112" x 11" or larger section of the most recent USGS

7.5' series topographic map showing the location and boundaries of the area that would be

affected by the proposed action. A different map scale may be substituted if more

appropriate or if required by agency rule. lf available, a site plan should also be attached.

Vicinity map, topographic map and construction sketch attached.

o
lrrigated cropland acres
Dry cropland .. acres
Forestry ......... acres
Rangeland ..... acres
Other.......... ... acres

t
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9. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project including the Benefits and Purpose of the
Proposed Action.

Cooney Dam and Reservoir are located on Red Lodge Creek in Carbon County approximately 7 miles west of
Boyd, Montana. The dam is owned by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. The

earthfill dam is 102 feet high, has a crest length of 2369 feet, and impounds 28,230 acre-feet of water at full pool.

The water is used for supplemental irrigation on approximately 20,000 acres. Additional benefits include

recreational use and flood control, although no specific allocations to these uses currently exist. The original dam

was completed in 1937. The dam was raised five feet in 1982. In addition to raising the dam crest elevation, the

dam was rehabilitated to meet current dam safety standards. Cooney Dam is classified as a high hazard dam. A
dam is classified as high hazard if failure of the dam would endanger lives and property downstream.

The proposed action involves the placement of approximately 1000 cubic yards of bedding rock and approximately

2200 cubic yards of rock riprap along the reservoir side of the dam. The rock riprap is to be obtained from an

existing stockpiles immediately east and north of the dam . An excavator, front-end loader, and dump truck will
be the equipment used for the project. All of the construction will be performed above the water level. The work
is being performed to replace and enhance the existing riprap on the face of the dam. This protects the dam from

erosion and serves to stabilize the earthen structure. The overriding goal of this project is to maintain the dam

according to current dam safety standards, insuring the highest possible level of protection for the public and

property located downstream from this high hazard dam. The Montana Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks GV[P) were contacted concerning the need for any environmental

permits for this project. DEQ and FWP informed DNRC that no permits (e.g. 3.{ Authorization, 124 permit) are

necessary due to all of the work being performed above the water level and no discharges occurring into the

reservoir or Red Lodee Creek. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was also informed of the

construction.

Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or additionaljurisdiction.

(a) Permits:
Aqencv Name Permit Date Filed/#

N/A

10.



:

-v
10. (Continued)

(b) Funding:

Agencv Name Funding Amount

The Rock Creek Water Users Association will pay 100o/o of the project cost.

$30,000 to $50,000.

(c) OtherOverlapping orAdditional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

Aqencv Name Tvpe of Responsibilitv

N/A

List of Agencies Consulted during Preparation of the EA:

MT Dept. of Environmental Quality

MT Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

State Historic Preservation Office

Total cost estimated range is

11.
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Part ll. Environmental Checklist Review

1. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

1. LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Soil instability or
changes in geologic
substructure?

b. Disruption,
displacement, erosion,
compaction, moisture loss,
or over-covering of soil
which would reduce
productivity or fertility?

c. Destruction, covering or
modification of any unique
geologic or physical
features?

d. Changes in siltation,
deposition or erosion
patterns that may modify
the channel of a river or
stream or the bed or shore
of a lake?

e. Exposure of people or
property to earthquakes,
landslides, ground failure,
or other natural hazard?

f. Other:

IMPACTS

MinorUnknown' mpacts
lmpacts'

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment Index

X

X

X

X

X 1b.

No

1 b.) Site disturbance would occur on the reservoir side of the dam during construction. Some soil compaction may occur due to heavy
equipment operation. 500 to 1000 cubic yards of material would be removed from a one acre area immediately north of the dam to serve as fill

for the placement of the riprap. Effects would be minor in the short{erm due to all of the work being performed in the immediate vicinity of the

dam with very short travel distances from the fill removal location and the rock stockpile to the construction location. All of the construction will

take place in areas previously disturbed in the 'l 982 dam rehabilitation project. Effects are negligible in the long{erm because of reclamation of
all disturbed areas.
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PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

IMPACTS

2. AIR

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Emission of air
pollutants or deterioration
of ambient air quality?

b. Creation of
objectionable odors?

c. Alteration of air
movement, moisture, or
temperature patterns or
any change in climate,
either locally or regionally?

d. Adverse effects on
vegetation, including
crops, due to increased
emissions of pollutants?

e. Other:

2 a. & b.) During construction, heavy equipment emissions will contain some pollutants and odors.

Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts'
Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated.

Commenl Index

X

X

x

X

2a

2b
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PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

3. WATER

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Discharge into surface
water or any alteration of
surface water quality
including but not limited to
temperature, dissolved
oxygen or turbidity?

b. Changes in drainage
patterns or the rate and
amount of surface runof?

c. Alteration of the course
or magnitude of flood
water or other flows?

d. Changes in the amount
of surface water in any
water body or creation of a
new water body?

e. Exposure of people or
property to water related
hazards such as flooding?

f. Changes in the qualify of
groundwater?

g. Changes in the quantity
of groundwater?

h. Increase in the risk of
contamination of surface
or groundwater?

i. Violation of the Montana
Non-Degradation Statute?

j. Effects on any existing
water right or reservation?

k. Effects on other water
users as a result of any
alteration in surface or
groundwater quality?

l. Effects on other users as
a result of any alteration in
surface or groundwater
quantity?

m. Other:

IMPACTS

Unknown'
No lmpact Minor

lmpacts'
Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated.

Comment Index

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

3a

3 a.) All construction will occur above the water level. No adverse affects will occur to downstream water users or to fisheries
habitat.
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PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

4. VEGETATION

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Changes in the
diversity, productivity or
abundance of plant
species (including trees,
shrubs, grass, crops, and
aquatic plants)?

b. Alteration of a plant
community?

c. Adverse effects on any
unique, rare, threatened,
or endangered plant
species?

d. Reduction in acreage or
productivity of any
agricultural land?

e. Establishment or spread
of noxious weeds?

f. Other:

IMPACTS

Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts'
Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be mitigated'

Comment Index

X

X

X

X

X

4 e.) An increase in noxious weeds may occur due to soil disturbance and equipment operation. Effects are negligible in the long-

term because of reclamation and weed control imolementation.
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PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT
(Continued )

5. FISHMILDLIFE

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Deterioration of critical
fish or wildlife habitaf

b. Changes in the
diversity or abundance of
game animals or bird
species?

c. Changes in the
diversity or abundance of
nongame species?

d. Introduction of new
species into an area?

e. Creation of a barrier to
the migration or
movement of animals?

f. Adverse effects on any
unique, rare, threatened,
or endangered species?

g. Increase in conditions
that stress wildlife
populations or limit
abundance (including
harassment, legal or
illegal harvest or other
human activity)?

h. Other:

No lmpacts

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated-

Comment Index
Unknown'

o



2.HUUAX
ENVIRONMENT

6. NOISE/ELECTRICAL
EFFEU I S

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Increases in existing
noise levels?

b. Exposure of people"to

severe or nuisance noise
levels?

c. Creation of electrostatic
or electromagnetic effects
that could be detrimental
to human health or
propert)4

d. Interference with radio
or television reception and
operation?

e. Other:

6 a & b.) Noise levels will increase temporarily during the construction period.

IMPACTS

o Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts'
Potentially I Can lmpacts
Significant I be Mitigated'
lmpacts' I

Comment Index

X

X

X

X

6a

6b
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

7. LAND USE

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Alteration of or
interference with the
productivity or profi tability
of the existing land use of
an area?

b. Conflict with a
designated natural area or
area of unusual scientific
or educational
importance?

c. Conflict with any
existing land use whose
presence would constrain
or potentially prohibit the
proposed action?

d. Adverse effects on or
relocation of residences?

e. Other:

No lmpacts Minor
lmpacts'

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated.

Comment lndex



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

8. RISI(HEALTH
HAzARDS

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Risk of an explosion or
release of hazardous
substances (including but
not limited to oil,
pesticides, chemicals, or
radiation) in the event of
an accident or other forms
of disruption?

b. Affect an existing
emergency response or
emergency evacuation
plan or create a need for a
new plan?

c. Creation of any human
health hazard or potential
hazard?

d. Other:

No lmpacts Can lmpacts
be Mitigated*

Comment Index



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

9. COMMUNITY
IMPACTS

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Alteration of the
location, distribution,
density, or growth rate of
the human population of
an area?

b. Alteration of the social
struclure of a community?

c. Alteration of the level or
distribution of employment
or community or personal
income?

d. Changes in industrial or
commercial activity?

e. Increased traffic
hazards or effects on
existing transportation
facilities or patterns of
movement of people and
goods?

f. Other:

No lmpacts Potentially
Significant
lmpacts.

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated'

Comment lndexMinor
lmpacts'

o



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

10. PUBLIC SERVICES/
TAXES/UTILITIES

Will the proposed action:

a. Have an effect upon or
result in a need for new or
altered governmental
sprvices in any of the
following areas: fire or
police protection, schools,
parks/recreational
facilities, roads or other
public maintenance, water
supply, sewer or septic
systems, solid waste
disposal, health, or other
governmental services? lf
any, specify:
parks/recreational facilities

b. Have an effect upon the
local or state tax base and
revenues?

c. Result in a need for new
facilities or substantial
alterations of any of the
following utilities: electric
power, natural gas, other
fuel supply or distribution
systems, or
communications?

d. Result in increased use
of any energy source?

e. Other:

Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts'

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated.

Comment Index

t4



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

11, AESTHETICS/
RECREATION

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Alteration of any scenic
vista or creation of ap
aesthetically offensive site
or effect that is open to
public vievr/?

b. Alteration of the
aesthetic character of a
community or
neighborhood?

c. Alteration of the quality
or quantity of recreational
opportunities and
settings?

d. Other:

IMPACTS

Unknown'
No lmpacts Minor

lmpacts"
Potentially
Significant
lmpacts.

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated'

Comment lndex

X

X

X

11a

11c

11 a & c.) Construction will temporarily affect the aesthetiG of the area in the short-term. Some anglers and picnickers or
campers may be impacted. The quality of the recreational opportunities and setting will be temporarily impacted during
construction. The effects will be short{erm and end with the completion of the project.
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT
(Continued)

12. CULIURAU
HISTORICAL
RESOURCES

Will the proposed action
result in:

a. Destruction or alteration
of any site, structure or
object of prehistoric,
historic, or paleontological
imDortance?

b. Physical change that
would affect unique
cultural values?

c. Effects on existing
religious or sacred uses of
a site or area?

d. Other:

No lmpacts Minor
lmpacts-

IMPACTS

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts'

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated'

Comment lndex

l6



3. SIGNIFICANCE
CRITERIA

13. SUMMARY
EVALUATION OF
SIGNIFICANCE

Will the proposed action,
considered as a whole:

a. Have impacts that are
individually hJnited, but
cumulatively
considerable? (A project or
program may result in
imDacts on two or more
seDarate resources which
create a significant effect
when considered together
or in total.)

b. Involve potential risks or
adverse effects which are
uncertain but extremely
hazardous if they were to
occur?

c. Potentially conflict with
the substantive
requirements of any local,
state, or federal law,
regulation, standard or
formal plan?

d. Establish a precedent or
likelihood that future
actions with significant
environmental impacts will
be proposed?

e. Generate substantial
debate or controversy
about the nature of the
impacts that would be
created?

f. Other:

IMPACTS

Unknown* | No lmPacts Minor
lmpacts'

Potentially
Significant
lmpacts.

Can lmpacts
be Mitigated"

Commenl Index

X

X

X

X

X 13a

13 a.) Short-term, temporary impacts will occur in the quality of the recreational opportunities and experience. All impacts are temporary,
will end with the completion of the project, and will be mitigated by reclamation of any disturbed areas.
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Part lll. Alternatives and Evaluation

1. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no action alternative) to the proposed action
whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives
would be implemented:

A. No action - Would potentially result in erosion of the dam face. This could affect the integrity of the dam itself
and increase the risk to the public and property downstream from a designated high hazard dam.

B. Proceed as planned with the project - This will have the beneficial effects of greatly reducing the likelihood of
any erosion occurring, and protecting the integrity of the dam, thereby reducing downstream public and property
risks associated with a high hazard dam.

2. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by the agency or another
government agency:

All impacts cited are minor. Any areas disturbed by the construction would be reclaimed.

3. Based on the signiflcance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? YES / NO lf an EIS is not required,
explain why.

The EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action.

Because of the short-term nature of the actual construction impacts associated with this project and the beneficial,

long{erm affects to the stability of the dam and to public safety, an EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this
proposed action.

4. Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the complexity and the seriousness of
the environmental issues associated with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate under
the circumstances?

The appropriate level of public involvement for this proposal is the publication of the proposed action in the Billings

Gazette and the Helena Independent Record for two consecutive weeks in the legal notices section of the
newspapers. This is an appropriate level of public involvement considering the minor, non-significant impacts of
the environmental issues associated with the proposed action.

5. Duration of comment period if any: Copies of the EA can be obtained from the address listed below.

Comments will be accepted and should be mailed to DNRC at the address listed below. Comments will be

accepted until 5:00 p.m., October 18, 1999.

6. Name, title, addresses and telephone number of the Person(s) Responsible for Preparing the EA:

James P. Domino, Environmental Specialist, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, Water
Resources Division, State Water Projects Bureau, 48 N. Last Chance Gulch, P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT

59620-1601, (406) 444-6622.

l8



Part lV. Narrative Evaluation and Comment

The project as proposed will not have any significant impacts. The impacts associated with the actual construction
will be short-term and end with the completion of the project. lmpacts associated with weed proliferation and the
quality of the recreational experience will be mitigated by reclamation and weed control efforts. Any impacts to
recreationists will end with the completion of the project. All of the work is being performed above the water level,
so no impacts will occur to reservoir or Red Lodge Creek water resources. The long{erm public benefits,
including enhanced public safety and the protection of property downstream from a high hazard dam, outweigh
any minor short{erm, temporary impacts.

l9



GENERAL LOCATION MAP
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